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RECOGNIZING MS. KRISTEN WHITE
AS THE 2018 SANTA ROSA COUN-
TY TEACHER OF THE YEAR

HON. MATT GAETZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 6, 2017

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
Ms. Kristen White as the 2018 Santa Rosa
County Teacher of the Year. Ms. Brown has a
long history of serving the Santa Rosa County
School District with exceptional passion and
an unwavering commitment to helping her stu-
dents.

In Northwest Florida, we are fortunate to
have some of the best teachers in the Nation.
It is recognized that the teaching profession is
one of the most difficult yet rewarding profes-
sions in existence. Ms. White has exception-
ally performed her teaching duties, while also
striving to be an active and supportive mem-
ber of her community.

Ms. White has served as an elementary
reading and writing intervention teacher at
East Milton Elementary and coordinates the
Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and
Math (STEAM) Innovate Lab, which serves K-
5 students. She also provides professional de-
velopment to teachers, coordinates Discovery
education assessments, and collects and in-
terprets data for grade levels.

Previously she has served as a Kinder-
garten teacher and grade level chair. Her sup-
port and mentoring extends far beyond the
walls of her classroom through her willingness
to serve as a Professional Learning Commu-
nity facilitator. | commend Ms. White for her
steadfast willingness to serve those that mat-
ter most, the students and youth of our Nation.

For all of her admirable contributions, | am
truly proud to have Ms. White as a constituent
in Florida’s First Congressional District.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am privileged to recognize Ms.
Kristen White for her accomplishments and
her commitment to excellence in the Santa
Rosa County School District. | thank her for
her service and wish her all the best for con-
tinued success.

———

RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT COLO-

NEL STEVE “THIRSTY” SMITH
FOR REACHING 10,000 FLYING
HOURS IN A B-52 BOMBER

HON. MIKE JOHNSON

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 6, 2017

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, it
is with great honor that | rise today to com-
mend the achievements of Lieutenant Colonel
Steve “Thirsty” Smith for making United
States Air Force history on March 3, 2017 by
being the only currently serving member of the
United States Air Force to reach 10,000 flying

hours in a B-52 heavy bomber, officially la-
beled a B-52 Stratofortress, and contributing
to the backbone of the manned strategic
bomber force for the United States.

Lt. Colonel Smith joined the United States
Air Force after graduating from the ROTC pro-
gram at the University of Mississippi. He con-
tinued on to graduate navigation school at
Mather Air Force Base in 1985 where he
earned his wings and received his first assign-
ment for the B-52.

As a navigator with the 93rd Bomb Squad-
ron belonging to the 917th Wing at Barksdale
Air Force Base in Louisiana, Lt. Colonel Smith
has distinguished himself as one of our na-
tion’s most experienced navigators. He spent
seven years on active duty before becoming a
reservist for over 20 years. He has flown
10,000 B-52 hours and 1,819 B-52 sorties in-
cluding 496 combat hours and 42 combat sor-
ties over the span of four different wars; Oper-
ations Desert Storm, Enduring Freedom, Iraqi
Freedom and Inherent Resolve. He was
awarded the Air Medal in 1991 and the Aerial
Achievement Medal in 2002 and 2004.

His expertise with the B-52 played an in-
strumental role in modernizing the aircraft with
a targeting pod that provides greater accuracy
leading to more successful missions. Addition-
ally, he has been an inspiration to many
young navigators as a flight instructor, teach-
ing over 180 young weapons systems officers
at Barksdale Air Force Base in the same air-
craft.

Dating back to World War |, the 93rd Bomb
Squadron has repeatedly distinguished itself in
its contributions to the security of the United
States during deployments around the world.
This distinction has continued today with glob-
al demonstrations of strategic attack capabili-
ties.

Lt. Colonel Smith is greatly regarded
throughout the Air Force and Louisiana com-
munities and is known as a humble man who
has selflessly given back to the country he
loves so dearly. He has earned widespread
respect for his continued commitment to serve
in defense of our great nation.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, it is my pleasure to join a grateful
community in saluting his outstanding achieve-
ments. My wife Kelly and | thank Lt. Colonel
Smith for his dedicated services and wish him
all the best for continued success in what is
an already remarkable career.

———

IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE
KHOJALY MASSACRE

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 6, 2017

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor all those lost in the Khojaly Massacre.
On February 25, 1992, a little more than 25
years ago, over 600 people were brutally mur-
dered in Khojaly, Azerbaijan. These were

mostly elderly men, women, and children—in-
nocent victims that should have never been
part of such a heartbreaking tragedy. It is es-
sential that we take the time every year to re-
member those who lost their lives during this
horrific event in Azerbaijan. Their unwilling
sacrifice continues to serve as a reminder to
hold fast to the principles of democracy.

Azerbaijan is a strong partner of the United
States in a strategically critical and compound
region of the world. | ask my colleagues to join
me and our Azerbaijani friends in commemo-
rating the tragedy that occurred in the town of
Khojaly.

——————

HONORING SAM SCINTA FOR HIS
DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE
COMMUNITY

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 6, 2017

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to honor Mr. Sam Scinta, a dedi-
cated volunteer for the Democratic Party and
resident of Tonawanda, New York. Sam’s tire-
less service is recognized today by his friends
on the City of Tonawanda Democratic Com-
mittee. Sam has committed countless hours to
further Democratic causes in our community
and is most deserving of the City of Tona-
wanda Democratic Committee’s Man of the
Year Award.

Sam was raised in Buffalo, New York where
he attended Public School 76 and Hutchinson
Central High School. In 1954, he enlisted in
the U.S. Navy. He is a Korean War Veteran
and worked in aviation as a line captain and
mechanic. He served in Kingsville, Texas, in a
Patrol Squadron in San Diego, and in the Phil-
ippine lIslands, until he was discharged in
1958.

In 1959, Sam began his career with the Erie
Rail Road as a locomotive fireman and was
promoted to locomotive engineer in 1966.
When the Erie Rail Road merged with the
Lackawanna Rail Road, he became active in
the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and
Enginemen as an organizer, rising to the rank
of Vice President, then Local Chairman. Fol-
lowing a union merge he became Local Chair-
man of the United Transportation Union. In
1976, he went to work for Con Rail after the
North East Railroads merged, where he
served as a locomotive engineer until his re-
tirement in 1999.

Sam moved to Tonawanda in 1998 and fol-
lowing his retirement became active in the City
of Tonawanda Democratic Committee and has
served as Vice Chairman of the Committee for
over a decade. One example of his dedication
is Sam’s command of the Smoothie Booth for
the City Committee’s fundraiser during Canal
Fest since 2003. He constructs the booth,
does the scheduling, works in the booth and
is there from open to closing all 8 days. Each
year, Sam puts in a long day at the Commit-
tee’s annual picnic in August. Sam is also the
proud custodian of the Committee’s banner.
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